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Fellow Leatherworkers! Welcome to the latest installment of Bits from the Bench, or BFB. This week I would like to introduce you to the new 2011 Parson J Cork Clog. This new version of the classic Parson J was sent to me by the always creative and innovative Erich Helms from Helms Die & Mold. The watchmaker Erich has been at it since the early 90’s and
is a featured designer of every notable ‘Bastille’ brand (I’m looking at you Astra). Erich has a great outlook on the BFB and most recently has been working closely with his mentor, Paul Spalding (the man who taught Mr. Jean-Pierre Lesage to construct a “Leatherland”) to promote the idea of mass production of high quality handmade leather goods. Based on
Erich’s belief that the market for handmade leather goods is rapidly expanding, he has designed the Parson J in the style of a classic cork corker, similar in style to the cork clog Paul Spalding was originally asked to produce in 2004. Erich chose a nice mix of aged, distressed finish on the cork to give the clog that “worn in with time” feel. Erich also made sure to
include all the details that a seasoned artisan would be used to such as a leather strap and an authentic tooled leather rivet. The Parson J Cork Clog will be available in several different finishes and has a start up retail price of $150.00. If you’re interested in this awesome handmade clog, be sure to contact Erich at erich@helmsdieandmold.com for his latest
availability. I had to stop by our Leather Library to see if there were any cork shoes to take a look at. After a good search, I was pleased to find two very nice looking examples, one of a Croc and the other a slip-on. Since the slip-on is pretty much identical to the original Clog Parson J,
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interleukin-6. A silica-hybrid fluorescent nanogel (SiNG) was designed as a novel luminescent probe for selective detection of human interleukin-6
(hIL-6) with high sensitivity. The SiNG was prepared by in situ grafting amine-functionalized silica nanoparticles onto the amino group of the
fluorescent probe via one-pot amidation. The SiNG features high aqueous dispersibility, excellent stability and tunable fluorescence emission. The
optical properties of the SiNG can be readily adjusted by adjusting the concentration of the fluorescent probe in the nanogel. The SiNG showed high
selectivity and sensitivity for hIL-6 detection by virtue of the strong binding between the amine group of hIL-6 and the amine-functionalized silica
nanoparticles. The assay protocol required only 5 min to obtain results and the detection limit was as low as 7 pM. Such a simple procedure and good
sensitivity make this fluorescent probe a promising detection tool for human IL-6 in biological samples. - 4 * y - 1 0 . L e t z b e ( ( - 5 ) / 2 0 ) / ( 1 / (
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