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Judah, however, welcomes Messala and helps him escape and take his place as emperor when Quirinius (Cedric Hardwicke) arrives with Roman troops to execute the old king. The film was seen by some as a "parody", since it spoofs the genre conventions of the biblical epic, using a cast of Hollywood stars of the period, including Boyd and Charles Laughton, alongside such well-known British actors
as Basil Rathbone and Edgar Ulmer. Filming The film was shot on location in The Bahamas and at Shepperton Studios. The film was a favourite of the British troops who escorted the team across The Bahamas in WW2 as they filmed the famous Imperial War Museum. The then museum was on the island of New Providence. Music Most of the score was composed by Alfred Newman (music director
of 20th Century Fox). Some of the jazz, and some of the softer string- and brass-based compositions were written by Max Steiner, who used an early electric piano which was the first of its kind available in the movie industry. Release The film was released by 20th Century Fox. Critical reception Motion Picture Daily published an overview of the film, stating: "A careful and intelligent farce, 'The
Mark of Zorro' has top-class acting, directing and direction. The chief asset of the picture is its wit, sparkling humor and dialogue. It is decidedly successful in the above departments, but should be a feature of more outdoor films than it is." Box Office The film was released on 14 July 1940. It was a box office success and is listed in the book, The Big Picture, (George Lucas' and Kathleen Kennedy's
History of American Cinema), "which lists the most profitable films of all time by all genres of film production worldwide from 1895 to 2001". See also The Mark of Zorro (disambiguation) List of American films of 1940 List of films in the public domain References External links Category:1940 films Category:1940s Western (genre) comedy films Category:1940s parody films Category:20th
Century Fox films Category:American films Category:American black-and-white films Category:American Western (genre) comedy films Category:American war comedy films Category:English-language films Category:Films based on works f3e1b3768c
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