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breaking up with him. She had
cried. They had kissed. I had tried
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to be light, but, for the first time in
years, the marriage counselor had
made me feel I wasn’t a fraud.
Nanine worked for us. I was sorry
when she left. Then I didn’t miss
her. She had always been a woman
to admire. No one could take her
beauty away from her, not even the
psychos on Death Row. When
David caught her in bed with
another man, I assumed she would
walk out on us. She couldn’t stand
that a man who had never worked a
day in his life had so much money
he could spend it on a car instead
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of food for his children. David was
away on business a lot. I read him
the letters, explaining Nanine’s
predicament, and when he had
calmed down, he announced his
intention to divorce her. It was the
most horrible day in my life. For
days afterwards I didn’t do
anything but read newspapers and
take a lot of antidepressants. After
David had been given a short
sentence in the trial, Nanine and I
made a solemn promise to get on
with our lives. I never regretted my
decision to forgive her. I looked at
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the girl’s photo again. There were
two words in English above her
name, “she is beautiful”. The words
were next to a picture of a smiling
woman with gray hair. I didn’t read
any more. The next day, there were
two separate lines on my phone,
Nanine and David. “Take him to
jail.” I rang and asked to speak to
Nanine. “I have the papers to sign,”
she said, “get him out of our lives.”
“What papers?” “Divorce, divorce,
divorce.” David had insisted she
divorce me. She had refused. Now,
he had won. She could have said, “I
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want to live with you.” She could
have said, “If we couldn’t have a
child, we’ll adopt.” She didn’
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